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Goals for Today

• Understand AAVSB programs and services
• Understand how questions for the VTNE 

exam are developed and assessed
• Understand VTNE pass rates relating to a 

high stakes credentialing examination
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AAVSB Key Programs & Services

reporting
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and advancing
the regulatory 
process for 
veterinary 
medicine.
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AAVSB Strategy Map
Created January 2018
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• License updates
• Disciplinary actions
• Credential information
• Original source documents
• Exam reports: Everyone that has taken veterinary exams
• Profile information
• Education history and transcripts
• Employment history
• Documents & information provided by licensee

Centralized Licensure Database (VIVA)
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VAULT
Veterinary
Application for
Uniform
Licensure 
Transfer

Fed by the centralized 
database in support of 
Member Board licensure 
review
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1 2 43

ACTION TAKEN BY LICENSEE TO START PROCESS

VAULT Basic 
Transfers

For veterinarians & 
veterinary technicians

Includes: 
National exam score
Online license check

VAULT First-
Time License 

Transfers

For veterinarians & 
veterinary technicians

Includes: 
National exam score

License and 
Discipline 

Upload

Submitted by Member 
Boards

Includes:
License info & status

Discipline info

VAULT 
Premium 
Transfers

For veterinarians

Includes: 
National exam score
License verification

Education transcripts
PAVE/ECFVG Certificate

What does VAULT include?
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Where licensees 
find and track 
their continuing 
education
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Say goodbye to searching 
shoeboxes and drawers for your 
continuing education 
certificates .
RACEtrack allows licensees a 
secure platform, accessible by 
the AAVSB member boards

Online tracking of CE
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Licensure Assistance

• For international graduates of 
non-accredited programs

• 54 Member Boards recognize 
PAVE as well as Australia, New 
Zealand, Quebec, and several 
Canadian territories

• Administration of 
jurisprudence examinations

• Fees paid by candidate based 
on how exam is administered
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Exam Services

• 8,120 exams taken 
in 2019

• 45 Member Boards 
regulate veterinary 
technicians
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The VTNE Committee
Irene Moore, DVM, MSc, BSc(Agr) (AAVSB) – VTNE Committee Chair
Vito DelVento, DVM – AAVSB Board of Directors Liaison

Jennifer Asher, DVM, Dipl ALAM, MLAS (CVTEA)
Mary Berg, BS, RVT, RLATG, VTS (Dentistry) (NAVTA) 
Ron Carsten, DVM, PhD (AAVSB)
Guyanne Harris, LVT (AAVSB)
Olivia Holt Williams, RVT, AS (NAVTA)
Sharon Johnston, RVT, VTS (Anesthesia) (CVTEA)
Scott Keller, DVM (AVTE)
Amanda Maknyik, BA, RVT, MEd, OCT (RVTTC)
Jenee Odani, DVM, Dipl ACVP (AAVSB)
Roxanne Olson, CVT (AVTE)
Susan Thiessen, RVT (RVTTC)
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• must be relevant
• must be “allowed” material
• must be at an appropriate 

cognitive level

Item Writing and Review
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• Relevant not trivial…
• For instance, does the entry 

level technician need to 
know the difference in 
nephron numbers between 
cats and dogs?

Item Writing and Review



aavsb.org

-must be “allowed” material

Item Writing and Review
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• appropriate cognition level 

Item Writing and Review
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Item Writing and Review
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Item Writing and Review
• Stem – Clear and concise
• Distractors - correct answer and 3 PLAUSIBLE distractors
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Item Writing and Review
References, References, References
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Item Writing and Review

• Rubric
– Domain

• 60 Diagnostic Imaging 
– Task 

• TASK 6A Utilize knowledge of anatomy, physiology and 
pathophysiology as it applies to diagnostic images.

– Knowledge statement
• 41 Quality assurance and safety for diagnostic imaging

– Species (secondary rubric for exam development)
• 02 Small Animal; 01 Dog
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Exam Construction & Final Review
Rigorous review by VTNE Committee and Committee 
Chair
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Which of the following acts as a barrier to ultrasound 
waves?

A. Bone
B. Eye
C. Heart
D. Kidney

Now It’s Your Turn…
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• p=0.99 
• Rpb=0.13
• 98.6% of the candidates picked the correct answer 

(A)
• The ones that didn’t, did poorly on the exam overall 

Now It’s Your Turn…
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The most specific treatment for ethylene glycol 
toxicity is:
A. 4-Methylpyrazole.
B. ethanol.
C. N-acetylcysteine.
D. atropine.

Now It’s Your Turn…
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• p=0.29 
• Rpb=-0.01
• Only 28.5% of the candidates picked the correct 

answer (A)
• The ones that didn’t, did better on the rest of the 

exam than those that got the correct answer!! !

Now It’s Your Turn…
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During canine surgery, patient expired capnograph
readings should remain between:
A. 15 – 25 mm Hg.
B. 35 – 45 mm Hg.
C. 50 – 70 mm Hg.
D. 80 – 100 mm Hg.

Now It’s Your Turn…
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• p=0.68 
• Rpb=0.31
• Each of the options had some candidates selecting 

them
• The strongest candidates got the correct answer (B)

Now It’s Your Turn…
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Just right!

We want the Goldilocks questions…
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Score Reporting

Member Board 
Jurisdictions and 
Veterinary 
Technology 
Programs
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